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First Survey of Parental attitudes towards English in Elementary 
Schools （Benesse 2007)

Do you like English? 
very much fairly not at all

Do you have confidence in using English?

not very much

Number of  respondents    4718

not very confident

Do you have confidence in using English?
very much

fairly confident not at all

Has the English you learned in school been useful to you?
very much

fairly not very much not at all

Have you had problems in using English?
very much sometimes not very much not at all
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Do you like to study English?

Survey of Junior High School 
Students‘ Perceptions about Studying 

(n=240,000)  2004
National Institute for Educational Policy Research
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そう思う
どちらかというとそう

思う

どちらかというとそう

思わない
そう思わない 分らない

中1 33.6 26.9 16 .5 19.1 3.4

中2 25.6 25.4 19 .6 25.5 3.5

中3 25.4 23.3 20 .1 27 3.7

0

10

Yes                 So-so              Not really              No            Don’t Know           
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Do you understand your English classes？

Survey of Junior High School 
Students‘ Perceptions about Learning 

(n=240,000)  2004
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そく分る 大体分る 半分ぐらい 分らないことが多い 殆ど分らない

中1 22.3 32.6 22.8 13.8 6.7

中2 16 30.8 24.7 16.9 9.3

中3 16 29.1 25 18.7 9.6

0

10

0

Very well                           So-so                      About a half                Not so much                  Very little               
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Foreign Language Activities (Elementary School)

I. OVERALL OBJECTIVES
To form the foundation of pupils’ communication abilities through foreign languages   
while developing the understanding of languages and cultures through various 
experiences, fostering a positive attitude toward communication, and familiarizing 
pupils with the sounds and basic expressions of foreign languages.

II. CONTENT
1. Instructions should be given on the following items in order to help pupils actively 

engage in communication in a foreign language:
(1) To experience the joy of communication in the foreign language.
(2) To actively listen to and speak in the foreign language.
(3) To learn the importance of verbal communication.

2.  Instructions should be given on the following items in order to deepen the experiential 
understanding of the languages and cultures of Japan and foreign countries:
(1) To become familiar with the sounds and rhythms of the foreign language to

5

(1) To become familiar with the sounds and rhythms of the foreign language, to 
learn its differences from the Japanese language, and to be aware of the interesting 
aspects of language and its richness.

(2) To learn the differences in ways of living, customs and events between Japan 
and foreign countries and to be aware of various points of view and ways of 
thinking.

(3) To experience communication with people of different cultures and to deepen 
the understanding of culture.

From approach  to takeoff
（subjects other than English）

Secondary school: logic and theory

No approach: sudden takeoff (English)

Elementary school:
experiential learning

approach

takeoff

Elementary school:
experiential learning

Secondary school:
logic and theory

approach

takeoff
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●Purpose of studying English （％）

（ｎ＝1,475）

Effects of Elementary School English on High School 
Students’ Perceptions on Studying English

GTEC Survey of East Asian High School Students’ English Education２００６ （Benesse）

85.3 

81.5 

48.5 

47.7 

75.7 

81.2 

35.9 

35 6

英語の授業で学んでいることは役に立つと思う

英語を話す人々と友だちや知り合いになりたいので勉

強する

英語を話す人々と友だちや知り合いに
なりたいので勉強する

受験に必要なので勉強するEssential for entrance exams

知らない言葉を学ぶことがおもしろい

Want to make friends with people who 
speak English

Interested in studying a new language

Will be useful in the future
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42.5 

38.9 

35.6 

31.6 

27.4 

世界をよりよく理解するために、他の文化について学び

たいので勉強する
経験あり

経験なし

世界をよりよく理解するために、他の文化について
学びたいので勉強する

メールなどが書けるようになって海外の人と
やりとりがしたいので勉強する

ので勉強する

Want to learn about other cultures in 
order to understand the world better

Want to correspond with foreign 
people through e-mail, etc.

Ｑ．How was the English Activities in your elementary school?

It was easy 75.2

It was fun 70.7

I became 
interested  in  English 
and foreign countries

I wanted to start 
English soonerEnglish sooner

I wanted to speak 
English more

I wanted to write the
alphabet and English 

sentences more

n = 2967 
2nd year junior high school students, 
Benesse Corporation, 2009
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What did you learn in English before entering junior high 
school?

Listening and 
speaking 

Did it Didn’t do it Don’t know No answer

n = 2967 
2nd year junior high school students, 
Benesse Corporation, 2009

Reading and 
writing alphabet 

Practice 
pronunciation

Song and dance

9

Reading/writing
English words 

Studying 
Grammar

Reading/writing
English 

sentences

Ｑ．Attitude towards English before entering junior high school
n = 2967 

2nd year junior high school students, 
Benesse Corporation, 2009

Did you like English before entering junior high? 

Were you looking forward to studying English before entering junior high?

yes so-so Not  too much no Don’t know

No answer

Don’t knowVery much

No answer

Don’t knowVery much

so-so
Not  very much

Not  at all
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When did you have the highest motivation to study 
English?

n = 2967 
2nd year junior high school students, 
Benesse Corporation, 2009

Before 
entering 

junior 
high

Summer 
of first 
year

The 
beginning 
of  junior 

high

End 
of 

summer

Second
half of 
first 
year

The 
beginning 

of  
second 

year

Summer 
of 

second
year

End 
of 

summer 
of 

second 
year

now Jan.-Feb. of 2nd

year

When did you begin to feel you were not good in English?

n = 2967 
2nd year junior high school students, 
Benesse Corporation, 2009

Before 
entering 

junior 
high

End 
of 

summer

Second
half of 

first year

The 
beginning 
of  second 

year

Summer 
of 

second
year

End 
of 

summer 
of second 

year

nowSummer 
of first 
year

The 
beginning 
of  junior 

high

Jan.-Feb. of 2nd year

Attitudes towards English goodNo answer
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g

poor

- like

poor

- like

+ like

good

+ like
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What became your stumbling point?

Poor grades on tests

Difficulty in writing

poor

- like

poor

+ like- like

goodgood

+ like

Difficulty of grammar

n = 2967 
2nd year junior high school students, Benesse Corporation, 2009

Difficulty in writing 
sentences

Difficulty  in listening

Difficulty in learning 
vocabulary

Difficulty in speaking

Have no study habits
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Not interested in foreign 
countries or cultures

Difficulty in reading 
English aloud

Don’t like English

Have no motivation 
to study

Children’s enthusiasm

No problem Basically no problem

There are some problems

Real problem

No answer

Are the following conditions being  met in conducting English activities in your 
school?

(n=3502)

Cooperation among teachers

Number of English classes

Frequency of visits by ALTs and 
outside help

Teacher’s enthusiasm

Government  assistance

Easy to use teaching materials

Curriculum

Cooperation of parents and 

Connection  between elementary 
and secondary schools

p p
local people

Teacher’s English proficiency

Time to prepare lessons with 
ALTs

Budget for English education

Teacher training

Time to create teaching materials
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Receptive Productive
Activities Activities

Yoshida, et al.  (2010)  p.7

Influence of elementary school English on secondary 
school English Education (Can-do)

Correlation between Can-do and grade level of STEP test

Activities Activities

Cognitively
Undemanding

・Understand greetings
・Understand simple 

directions
・Read about everyday events

・Apologize and express thanks
・Simple self-introduction
・Write simple everyday

vocabulary
・Understand slowly 

spoken  announcements*
・Understand telephone 

conversation*

・Give short talk about hobby
・Talk about something one is

interested in

Cognitively
Demanding

・Read e-mail about
personal matters*

・Read about given topics*
・Read descriptions*

・Write short e-mail*
・Use conjunctions in writing

composition*
・Write short diary*

* r > .30 (n = 1357)
No significant correlation found between Can-do and 

either starting age or length of study

Influence of elementary school English on 
secondary school English Education (affect)

Correlation between starting age and 
affective factors

Yoshida, et al.  (2010)  p. 9      n=733  

affective factors

(2) I’m good at English（r = -.30）

(3) I like to pronounce English sounds（r = -.30）

Correlation between affective factors and
grade level of STEP test

(2) I’m good at English （r = .33）

16

( ) g g （ ）

(24) I don’t feel nervous when spoken to by a foreigner  (r = .30）

(25) I want more opportunities to speak English at school and outside of school 
（r = .30）

No significant correlation found between affect and 
length of study
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Issues to be considered

What should elementary school English set as its 
objective—in EFL context?

How can elementary school children be taught so 
that what they learn will effectively function as a link 
between elementary school English education and 
secondary school English education?

17

Is it enough for the children to develop a positive 
motivation towards learning English, or should the 
four skills also be emphasized as?
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