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2010

The Role of Media in Multicultural Australia: pluralizing national identity

Professor Gay Hawkins (University of New South Wales / University of Tokyo)
Since the mid 1970s Australia has been defined as a multicultural nation. Numerous policies
have been implemented to recognise and manage cultural diversity and to pluralize national
identity. This paper explores the key role of public media in these transformations. Its
primary focus will be the Special Broadcasting Service (SBS), the world’s only multicultural
public service broadcaster. Set up by the Whitlam Labor government in 1975, SBS’s objective
was, and still is, to cater to the special communication needs of minorities and to promote
understanding of diversity amongst a// Australians. Three key aspects of SBS will be
discussed: the different forms of multiculturalism that it has developed, the role of media in
developing more inclusive modes of democracy and the relationship between nationalism
and cosmopolitanism. The paper will use various examples of SBS television programming
to illustrate its key points.
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