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The Status of Media Institutions and Media Reporting
in the Globalization Age

KANAYAMA Tsutomu

(Deparement of Journalism, Sophia University)

SUMMARY

Mass media has played an important role in disseminating political,
economic, social and cultural messages. In the age of globalization, the large
news agencies and major media institutions have influenced the functions of
mass media. Messages produced and included in the daily news include
ideological meanings, which are to be recognized clearly for each individual.
This paper focuses on the media system and media reporting in the
globalization era. The arguments start with considering the concept of
globalization, and focuses particularly on the changing landscapes of media
institutions. Based on changes in media messages, the tendency of media
reporting will be discussed from a theoretical point of view.

International news has a tendency to be reported through gate keeping by
media institutions. Judgment for screening international news items in such
gate-keeping procedures has been based on stereotypical recognition of outside
countries. In the age of the Internet, the traditional news media has been
influenced by newly emerged on-line news media in cyber space. On-line news
media should be used for obtaining raw information. By effectively using
Internet information functions, which the major news institutions have
neglected, NGOs and NPOs should confront the perspectives of the major news
institutions, such as in the Peace Studies arena. The ideal situation for NGOs
and NPOs is to establish a basic point of solidarity comparable to the force of
convention‘al news and information producers.
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