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＜後日談＞
帰国後、問題となっているカリフラワーの種の輸出業者を探し、その連絡先を調べて現地に知らせた。その後、現地ではさらに協同組合が増え、ネットワークは拡大し、ネットワークとして共同でその企業に連絡を取り問題を伝えたそうだ。これに対して、その企業にとってもこのネットワークは大きな顧客ということで、今年９月に社長自らが現地を訪問し、問題の所在を調べ、また彼らと話し合いに応じてくれたのである。その結果、中にはパッケージ・缶詰そのものが模倣され、実はインドやパキスタンの種が入っているものがあったこと、その企業が出荷した種にもいろんな種類があり、そのことに対する現地の人々の理解が乏しかったこと等の問題が明らかになった。社長は、今後ソン・バレー地域に出荷する缶には、模造品にだまされないように現地の人だけがわかるような特別のしるしをつけて出荷してくれることを約束したそうである。これらのことを通して、彼らは種をを外国に依存し続けるという根本問題を解決したわけではないが、少なくとも農民が結束することによって、思った以上に道が開けていく可能性があることを知り大きな自信になったようだ。そして現在、彼らは将来的にはカリフラワーに依存しない農業を探すという次のステップの道を共同で模索し続けている。
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Breaking the Myth of Neutrality: Globalization as a Gendered Process
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Globalization has been a buss word in the contemporary world. Every aspect of society
is going through the process of globalization; various phenomena, such as the movement of people,
outflow of information, cultural exchange and the expansion of international trade, are all related in
terms of globalization. Globalization covers a wide range of phenomena in many different fields.

The concept of gender has also been acknowledged more widely than ever, if not as much
as globalization. Many people are now aware of various gender asymmetries and the need for
adjusting them. While there are some groups of people who are actually working on the reduction
of gender inequalities, it seems to me that gender relations are still largely perceived as something
unchangeable that are traditionally defined in each culture. As a result, gender continues to be a
kind of taboo in non-cultural areas of study. For example, in the field of economics, gender
relations have often been neglected as if to say “none of our business.” To be sure, a few
economists have revealed that it actually has different implications on men and women.
Nevertheless, their claim is far from being reflected in whole discipline; the belief remains prevalent
that economics is free from gender issues.

In the analysis of globalization, too, gender tends to be taken up merely as a matter of
cultures and traditions. These words must be convenient to explain gender inequalities; some
people may justify gender segregations in their own culture in the name of “cultural differences,”
while others may blame gender discriminations in other cultures for being “too traditional.”
However, when it comes to the discussion of economic globalization, gender is an aspect rarely
taken into account. There appears a widespread belief that economic globalization is a
gender-neutral process.

However, | would argue that this belief is only a myth, and this thesis aims to break it. |
believe, as feminists and some other scholars do, that the gender perspective should be introduced to
non-cultural fields as well. By doing so, we will notice that what we believed might not always be
true. Gender is not simply a cultural matter.

In this thesis | will look at economic globalization from the perspective of gender, and
present the analysis of it. 1 will argue that economic globalization is in fact gendered, as opposed to
the conventional presumption that it is gender-neutral. In other words, it embodies certain norms
about gender, which work to affect men and women differently and disproportionately. Economic
globalization actually contains various gender biases that discredit “the myth of neutrality.” It has
been assumed gender-neutral simply because the gender analysis was set aside by such a myth.

I will clarify what kind of gendered characteristics economic globalization has through this
thesis. In chapter 1, | will discuss the definition of globalization. Among various definitions, one
of the understandings of globalization is the unification of the world through a single culture or a
social system. In the case of economic globalization, this may be the expansion of capitalist
economy throughout the world. Based on this understanding, | suspect that gendered natures of
globalization can be attributed to gendered natures of capitalism. In chapter 2, I will try to prove
this hypothesis by presenting how and why it is gendered.

Characteristics of capitalism are reflected in phenomena caused by globalization. | will
explain this with three examples of phenomena that globalization has caused, all of which are
gendered in the way that capitalism is gendered. In chapter 3, | will deal with the global
feminization of labor, which is a trend seen worldwide. Chapter 4 is concerning the
“reprivatization” of welfare, which has been observed in many developed countries. Chapter 5 is
the discussion of the international division of reproductive labor, which is affecting women in
developing countries.

Globalization seems to continue over the future, which at the same time means the spread



of biased gender relations it internalizes. However, is there no hope for globalization to proceed
without spreading out gender asymmetries together?  This is the theme of the last chapter. | will
seek for possibilities of gender-neutral globalization by examining two ideas advocated by some
feminists. By examining them, | will emphasize the importance of the deconstruction of
hegemonic values and systems such as capitalism. The recognition of differences existing in the
world will be relevant for this, which may open up the possibility for us to create a more egalitarian
world.
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User-fees and Cost-effectiveness of Primary Education in

Sub-Saharan Africa
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“Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the elementary
and fundamental stages”.* This sounds trivial and seems to be really natural, however, this is not the
real case for many children in the world. Although there have been many conferences and summits®
to bring the change to the gloomy situation, at this moment in 2003, there are approximately 123
million children who are out of school, according to UNICEF. These children do not or cannot go
to school for several reasons, but high cost of primary education is one of the main reasons. As the
Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989)% says, primary education ought to be free for all
children. Nevertheless, user-fees for primary education were widely introduced in sub-Saharan
African countries during 1980s and 1990s accompanied by economic crisis and structural adjustment.
As a result, the number of children not attending school and dropout rates rose. How could this be
happened? Why did they impose user-fees on fundamental human rights? What kinds of strategies
are necessary to provide free primary education that meets basic learning needs* for all children?
The first purpose of this paper is to show how the advocates of user-fees justified their idea, and to
what extent user-fees accompanied by structural adjustment had adverse effects on school-age
children with many cases in sub-Saharan African countries. The second purpose of this paper is to
examine how to provide higher quality and more cost-effective education so that children can learn
at their optimal condition.

Section 1 of this paper takes a general view of the situation of primary education from
independent to present in sub-Saharan Africa. In section 2, this paper shows how the imposition of
user-fees was justified, and the counterarguments against strategies by advocates of user-fees.
Rationales for imposition of user-fees were based on the idea of the market-oriented system to
improve equity and efficiency of provision of education. However, introduction of user-fees for
primary education had devastating influence. Many children had to leave school, and enrolment rates
declined dramatically. Section 3 of this paper shows some cases of introduction of user-fees and the
consequences.

Currently, many countries are on the way of abolishing user-fees for primary education or
some have already abolished them. This trend is the result of the reactions to user-fees from parents
of students, and local and international NGOs. This is also the result of the change in attitude of

! Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 26. (1)
2 Jomtien Conference on ‘Education for All” and the World Summit for Children in 1990
agreed on the goal of universal basic education by the year 2000. The Social Summit in
1995 set the new target date; ‘Education for All” by 2015. World Education Forum in
Dakar, Senegal in April 2000 set the goal of achieving the access to free and
compulsory primary education of quality for all children by 2015.
3 Article 28 (1) States Parties recognize the right of the child to education and with a
view to achieving this right progressively and on the basis of equal opportunity, they
shall, in particular: (a) Make primary education compulsory and available free to all;
‘World Declaration on Education for All’ proclaimed at Jomtien Conference defines
‘basic learning needs’ as essential learning tools (such as literacy, oral expression,
numeracy, and problem solving) and the basic learning content (such as knowledge,
skills, values, and attitudes).



governments and external donors towards user-fees. Section 5 of this paper shows some cases of
abolition of user-fees and their consequences. Malawi, Uganda, Tanzania, and Kenya are examples
of countries that have recently abolished user-fees for primary education. These countries
experienced remarkable increase in enrolments soon after abolishment. However, the influx of
students caused severe lack of classrooms, teachers, and other teaching/learning materials. Therefore,
the quality of education remains low, and dropout rates remain high. Under such condition, children
cannot obtain even rudimentary literacy, and primary education cannot meet their basic learning
needs. Abolition of user-fees is not a sufficient policy to make the situation of free primary
education sustainable. Improving the quality of education in a cost-effective way is one of the key
issues for primary education in this region, as governments face insufficient revenue for education
spending. Section 6 of this paper shows remaining challenges and some ways to improve the quality
and cost-effectiveness of primary education in sub-Saharan Africa.

Private primary schools have substantial share in some countries in sub-Saharan Africa.
While it remains the responsibility of each government to provide primary education for its children,
the reality in sub-Saharan Africa is that government efforts alone are not sufficient to do so.
Therefore, section 7 of this paper observes private primary education mainly from two aspects; one
is whether private primary education can be another source of funds for primary education besides
governments, and the other is whether private primary education can increase the access to primary
education as alternative or supplement to public primary education, offering more places for
schooling and/or more affordable and flexible conditions. This paper shows some possibilities and
limitations of private primary education in sub-Saharan Africa.
The last section offers conclusion and some recommendations for enabling all children to receive
free primary education that meets their basic learning needs.
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